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Medmerry is the largest managed 
realignment of the coast in Europe and 
the first in the UK. It has created more 
than 183 hectares of intertidal wildlife 
habitat and is already attracting wildlife – 
compensating for the loss of conservation 
areas around the Solent. It saved £300,000 
pa on flood defence maintenance, 
removed significant risks for operations 
staff, created a fish nursery supporting 
the local fishing fleet, incorporates 10km 
of new access routes with associated 
green tourism growth opportunities and 
maximises wildlife habitat opportunities. 

A dedicated communications team ensured 
local concerns were taken into account  
when formulating the strategy, which has 
resulted in enhanced buy-in and increased 
community benefits.

The scheme is designed to be resilient to sea 
level rise for at least 100 years. Over 500 
hectares in size, the project required 400,000 
cubic metres of clay to build new flood banks. 
This was sourced from within the site, saving 

over 40,000 lorry movements and probably 
2-3 years in delivery time alone. The ‘borrow 
pits’ created by excavating the clay were 
incorporated into the final design, increasing 
the amount of intertidal habitat.

The carbon footprint of constructing the 
project was further minimised through the 
production of a 3D model linked to a detailed 
materials management plan, Realtime GPS 
data to optimise plant activities, 60,000 
tonnes of rock delivered by sea, 20,000 tonnes 
of recycled aggregate used to construct access 
tracks, and 90% waste recycled. The new 
habitat will absorb carbon emissions, making 
a positive contribution to carbon reduction in 
the long term.

Rising sea levels and the economic challenges 
of maintaining coastal sea defences will make 
coastal realignment an increasingly important 
option. Medmerry is recognised locally, 
nationally and internationally as an exemplar 
and one of the most sustainable projects the 
Environment Agency has delivered.

Judges’ comments

The sheer scale of this scheme makes 
the project team’s achievements even 
more remarkable. They have seized 
every opportunity to deliver economic, 
environmental and social sustainability, 
resulting in a transformation. Not only of 
local opinion, but also of the Environment 
Agency’s approach to this kind of challenge.

SUSTAINABILITY
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Sponsored by  

Medmerry Managed Realignment 
Working with the community and nature

If everyone buying or renting a new home 
were able to choose between a home that 
delivers between 12%-23% electricity 
savings and one that doesn’t, which one 
would they choose?

The average UK electricity bill is £504 pa 
(Ofgem). This represents an average across 
all property types, from studio flats to large 
dwellings. Most people living in a regular house 
probably pay around £480-£720 pa.

Smartwire is a low cost, repeatable solution that 
reduces electricity use and saves households 
money. Smartwire and Relish-it! advice has the 
potential to make a real difference to both gas 
and electricity bills.

The next generation of Smartwire will cost 
housebuilders around £300 to install. So, just on 
average figures alone, it will have paid for itself in 
reduced bills for householders after 6 years.

With rising utility bills and the target to reduce 
CO2 emissions by 80% by 2050, Smartwire  
offers an affordable option to slow or even halt 
upward trends in household fuel bills. Smartwire 
not only supports the affordable warmth agenda 
but also kickstarts changes in behaviour.

FEATURED FINALIST: Relish SmartwireTM


